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OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE TRUSTEE TO 
FURTHER THE LIBRARY MOVEMENT 


IN HIS PARISH AND STATE 


JOEL L. FLETCHER 
President, Southwestern Louisiana Institute 


T is an honor and a privilege to be at this 
meeting, not as an outsider, but as one of 
many Americans working for a movement 
so important and far-reaching as the develop- 
ment of parish-wide libraries. 


Democracy today is fighting for its very 
existence. Our way of life is more threatened 
now than it has ever been. We need to make 
democracy understood in any language in 
which it is spoken, but more than that, we 
need to awaken the American people to the 
need for watchfulness within the country, lest 
they be led astray. This demands a literate 
public; a literate public demands effective 
libraries. 


I feel, particularly at the present time, that 
it is essential that every educational institu- 
tion bend all its efforts towards the education 
and broadening of the masses. Time will 
prove that it was easier for us to win the war 
than it will be to win the peace. Literacy 
for the masses of the people is absolutely 
essential to a democracy. Statistics show that 
the quality of our fighting men was notice- 
ably better from communities where library 
service and good reading was available. The 
dull, unread soldier was a hinderance and 
to a degree retarded the completion of the 
army, postponing to that degree the winning 
of the war. The unread citizen without the 
broadening experience of good reading is an 
even greater hinderance to peace. 


It is clear that the public library is second 
only to the school in cultural importance in 
peace and war. It is one of the foremost 
parish and municipal activities which in- 
crease the value of the individual to the state. 
This fact accepted, why then are more than 
a third of our people without library service, 
and another third with extremely inadequate, 
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ineffective service? This is the great chal- 
lenge to Trustees. 


No other public service, except perhaps the 
schools includes the wide range of potential 
activities or plays upon so many facets of 
individual and group interests. The library 
is the agency, then, to serve as the continuing 
educational institution for adults after formal 
schooling is completed or discontinued. The 
library by vitalizing and centralizing adult 
education in a community, can render service 
of inestimable value. For education will 
never have a fair trial in this country until 
our educational system is supplemented by 
a library program so expanded and developed 
as to allow that any book no matter how 
precious or technical is accessible to any 
citizen who requires it. 


To further this movement in the parish 
and state is, I repeat, the great challenge. 
The Trustee needs to become aware of the 
tremendous impetus he personally can give 
to this cause, for I feel that his influence 
will become stronger as he develops a greater 
consciousness of himself as a leader in this 
service. It seems to me that a Trustee can 
give no greater endowment to his community 
than his personal efforts in moulding the 
various groups and interests of his parish and 
state into recognition and support of the 
library movement on a parish-wide, state 
wide, nation-wide, yes, why not, world-wide 
basis? Does the idea of a library movement 
on a world-wide basis appeal to you? It could 
open up vast new horizons reaching towards 
an enlightened relationship between nations. 
Why not develop the public of the world 
into a community of nations through a com 
munity of culture? Trustees by being broad- 
minded, openminded Americans have the 
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opportunity to show themselves interested in 
having the public of all the world become 
more intelligent, more tolerant, more de- 
yoted to peace. But before we can expand 
to that extent, before we can develop a library 
movement that girdles the globe, we must 
develop our own library service. If it is 
worthwhile on a world-wide scale, it is even 
more valuable on a parish-wide, state-wide 
and national scale. 

The present situation calls for dynamic 
leadership of Trustees working as individuals 
with a community interest. We have the op- 
portunity, some of us, of being trailblazers in 
this. If you are in an area where there is 
not even that oft-mentioned blade of grass 
from which to make two grow, then plant 
the first blade! There is no greater satisfac- 
tion than seeing a good idea which you have 
helped to implant spreading out and grow- 
ing. 

The quality which distinguishes the Amer- 
ican public library from all others is its close 
identity with the community. Since it is a 
service organization, to be effective the pro- 
gram of the library must grow out of an 
understanding of the community served. 

Louisiana on the whole is essentially a 
rural area. I understand that the develop- 
ment of a library service adapted to the rural 
community and its complete extension over 
the nation is the most important, and at the 
same time the most backward phase of the 
American library movement. Here is a won- 
derful opportunity for Trustees of libraries 
in Louisiana to participate in this phase of 
development. There is need for us to work 
with library experts and other rural service 
organizations in studying and analyzing 
tural library functions. The most successful 
type of service in our area will develop only 
after years of continuous experimentation, 
investigaiton, and reporting. I know the soil 
is fertile here. We have scratched only the 
surface of the library movement in our par- 
ishes and in our State. There is need for the 
Trustee to get actively and energetically be- 
hind the efforts of the parish and state lead- 
‘rs who through the years have labored so 
long and diligently to make the idea grow 





and expand. We could produce a bumper 
crop. 

It seems to me that it is of first importance 
that a Trustee have a complete understand- 
ing of his duties and responsibilities. He 
should consider it his sacred duty to see that 
the best possible library service that the bud- 
get can provide is given the people of his 
community. To do this properly he should 
familiarize himself with present-day library 
service. The Trustee then should develop 
contact with persons or agencies within his 
community whose objectives are aligned with 
his in the matter of library development. 
These may be the service clubs, literary 
societies, county agents, or the individual 
housewives, teachers, doctors, lawyers, farm- 
ers, or business men who have a dormant 
desire to improve themselves and who would 
seize upon a constructive opportunity to 
work individually and collectively for their 
own and community improvement. Using 
them as a sounding board, the Trustee 
should then set up broad policies for the 
library that a well-trained, imaginative, and 
able librarian, appointed by the Board, can 
put into practice. Each Trustee needs to 
know the strong points of his librarian so 
that he can direct his activities into supple- 
mentary channels. There is an unbeatable 
set-up for furthering library development in 
the parish, and that is the combination of 
librarian and Board of Trustees working in 
complete harmony, the one supplementing 
the work of the other. But it is vital that the 
Trustee be aggressive in the matter of pro- 
jecting the library into the community in the 
most dynamic way. 

There are four objectives towards which 
the trustee must aim if he is to succeed. 
These are: 

1. Friendly, well-balanced, non-partisan 
relationship with the local governing body. 

2. Co-ordination of all rural programs and 
co-operation of all rural workers. 

3. Co-operation among parishes. 

4. Better understanding and improved re- 
lationships between town and country. 

With these objectives in mind he should 
then set up an over-all publicity program, 
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for it is his duty to support the library in its 
public relations. 

I once heard a gentleman connected with 
the advertising end of radio say: “You can 
sell anything if you advertise. The article or 
idea need not necessarily be good. Just plug 
it often enough and it will sell.” 

That man was speaking from experience. 
He knew that there is nothing, no matter 
how valuable or worthwhile in public life, 
which can survive today without a good pub- 
lic relations department. If the Trustee under- 
stands this, if he will stop to realize how 
much big business has accomplished through 
this means, he knows that he, too, must pub- 
licize the contribution his institution is mak- 
ing to the public welfare. He must plug it, 
if he is to sell it. 

Since libraries predominantly serve indi- 
vidual consumers, few organized channels of 
publicity have been developed for direct and 
continuing library support in a community. 
The over-all support which a parish library 
must have is to a great extent in the hands 
of the Board of Trustees. A cooperative ap- 
proach to planning a broad public relations 
program with librarian, staff and Board of 
Trustees is more likely to enhance its effec- 
tiveness. 

The scope of a library’s public relations is 
as broad as the work and leisure-time life of 
all the people of the community. Such a pro- 
gram can be considered as two-fold: First, 
external, or community public relations; and 
secondly, interior library promotion of reader 
interest. 

The individual Trustee may often be in 
the position to contribute very effectively to 
the development of some phase of the broad 
public relations program. He can reach many 
community groups who are potential users 
or who may become more intensive users, 
and so, supporters of the library. It is in this 
relation, these group contacts, that the trustee 
can play a major role in broadening and in- 
tensifying the library’s public relations pro- 
gram. A Trustee is usually a member of one 
or more of these groups in his neighborhood 
and. so can bring library resources and serv- 
ices more directly and continuously to their 


attention. He can facilitate the use of the 
library staff as speakers and as consultants 
on group programs and activities. He can 
stimulate staff attention on channeling |i- 
brary publications such as reading lists, as 
well as films and visual aids, as specific serv- 
ices to these groups. He can be a very dyna- 
mic liaison agent between the organized 
community groups and the library, or a sort 
of ambassador at large. To accomplish this 
he must be well-informed, articulate and 
active. 

Once he has aroused and developed the 
community interest to the point of bringing 
the potential user to the library, then it is 
the duty of the librarian and her staff to take 
up the challenge. What are the library’s most 
effective tools for the job at hand? Obvi- 
ously, the first is books; secondly, the one- 
ness of purpose between library staff and 
Trustees; and, third, the relationship with 
local groups and institutions. 

The library’s effectiveness in the commv- 
nity can be measured quite accurately by the 
manner in which the staff meets the public 
in its operation of library procedures. It is 
well, therefore, to keep staff morale high. 
The Trustee has an indirect though none- 
the-less important responsibility in the im 
terior public relations of the library. The 
basic element in a high and healthy staff 
morale is adequate status, from conditions 
of appointment, through salary and job-classi- 
fication to advancement and retirement. Do 
not hesitate to pay the price required for 
the best librarian and staff available for your 
library. In the final analysis a cheap librarian 
and staff can be the most expensive item on 
the budget. It may cost the community its 
library. Whether staff morale remains high 
is relative to the degree of interest displayed 
by the Trustee in creating satisfactory condi 
tions of work. 

If the Board of Trustees takes its respon 
sibilities seriously, it will work out a liberal 
and progressive plan of action for the sup 
port of the library. The Trustees should se 
to it that the library is supported to the best 
of the community’s ability. While we are not 
inclined to use money as a measure of excel 
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lence, revenue forthcoming regularly and 
without much variation is essential to the 
operation of a constructive parish library 
system. The Trustee is the person best suited 
to create the proper public relationship in the 
matter of the library’s finances. His attitude 
can be more impersonal. Usually he can 
command more influence than the librarian 
acting alone. He can take many countless 
opportunities to point out the library’s use- 
fulness and to see that the community is 
properly advised about the library’s needs 
and expenditures. 

Going beyond his immediate community, 
the Trustee should lend his leadership and 
support to the State Library Extension in 
its state-wide development program, for only 
through the united efforts of local and state 
government can an adequately developed 
program of library service be attained. There 
is need for strong Trustee Associations in 
order that proper and needed library legisla- 
tion may be passed. 

The American Library Association is of 
the belief that federal aid to libraries is neces- 
sary in addition to state aid if inequalities 
between the states in ability to support ade- 
quate library service are to be overcome. 

President Roosevelt’s Advisory Committee 
on Education recommended grants to states 
specifically for the development of rural-li- 
brary service. These recommendations have 


— 


been embodied in legislation introduced into 
Congress. If this or similar legislation passes, 
a rapid development of library service in 
rural areas will result. Concerted action by 
Trustees should be taken to show decided 
interest in this vital program of federal aid 
to states in support of public libraries. Mean- 
while the able Trustee with far vision will 
seize this opportunity now to appraise his 
library, analyze its present needs and plan a 
wise future policy. 

In this program for library development, 
the Trustee has the opportunity to lead the 
way. He has unlimited opportunity to make 
the public library-minded through the med- 
ium of personal contact and service clubs. 
He can show these groups what library serv- 
ice implies and what it can do for the indi- 
vidual and the community. He can make 
them see the library as a great institution 
for learning, for culture, and for service. He 
can prove to them that it should be amply 
supported from the public treasury. But he 
must talk it, write it, live it. You cannot 
put over a library development program 
without preparing your community and state 
for it. The key to furthering the library 
movement lies in moulding public opinion 
to a sympathetic understanding of the place 
of the library in the community. A library 
education campaign is required and therein 
lies the Trustee’s opportunity. 





THE LIBRARY IN HIGHER EDUCATION 


ROGER P. McCUTCHEON 
Dean, The Graduate School, Tulane University 


The topic, “The Library in Higher Educa- 
tion,” is a deceptively familiar one. I shall 
Present my ideas in two propositions and a 
question. First, there is evident a gratifying 
tmphasis on quality, both in our general cul- 
lure and in our institutions of higher learn- 
ing. Secondly, this new emphasis in turn 
makes new demands on our librarians and 
offers some new opportunities. My question, 
for the impertinence of which I am properly 
apologetic, is this: “How well do our library 


schools train their products for these new 
responsibilities?” 

There are, in my opinion, some encourag- 
ing trerids in taste evidenced as we survey 
our contemporary culture. It is easily dem- 
onstrated that there has been a quickened 
and improved taste in music. The high 
school students are today singing better 
music than the college glee clubs did a gen- 
eration ago. The radio, at the same time 
that it provides a great deal of very cheap 








106 L. L. A. 


BULLETIN 





entertainment, continues to carry more sym- 
phony programs each year. Ten years ago 
one could hardly have had predicted the 
great growth of symphony orchestras in Am- 
erica. What is evident in music is, to a some- 
what less degree, evident in art also. To be 
sure, there is still a deplorably large amount 
of calendar art too readily available, but the 
Associated American Artists have made a 
conspicuous success and have found that the 
American public will buy good etchings 
when they have the opportunity. The taste 
of the reading public fluctuates and is still 
too subject to advertising pressure. But in 
spite of the sales records of “Forever Amber,” 
the American public is buying more good 
books and in larger numbers than ever be- 
fore in its history. 

In our colleges and universities there are 
a number of hopeful signs indicating a sim- 
ilar respect for quality. The overcrowding 
of our colleges has resulted in much more 
rigid entrance requirements. More colleges 
are insisting on high performance in high 
school as one requirement for admission. 
Entrance examinations and aptitude tests are 
more and more widely used. The impact of 
the large number of veterans on our colleges 
has been very salutary in its effects. The 
presence of large numbers of mature, able 
and interested students has raised the grade 
levels significantly. 

Our college faculties, although still some- 
what jaded by over-work during the war 
period, have not only been stimulated by the 
larger number of hard working students, but 
have never had so many incentives to re- 
search. There have been some important 
conferences on college teaching in the South. 
The establishment of the Oak Ridge Institute 
for nuclear physics makes available to south- 
ern scholars the very important laboratory 
and technical equipment at Oak Ridge, to- 
gether with the services of very highly 
trained specialtists. The southern colleges 
and universities have materially improved 
their funds for research. Within the last few 
months, the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching has instituted a 
very important program in the South, into 


which it is putting something more than a 
million dollars of its own money. Between 
twenty-five and thirty colleges and univer. 
sities of the South will be aided by this pro- 
gram. Four Louisiana institutions are _par- 
ticipating. The state colleges in Louisiana 
now have access to funds for leaves of ab 
sence as an important means of accomplish- 
ing research. 

There is now under consideration a prob- 
lem for accreditation of graduate work. If 
this plan is adopted by the Southern Associa- 
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools, ad- 
ditional impetus will be given to research. 
The proposed plan will emphasize the re- 
search performance of members of the facul- 
ties of our gradute schools as a very import 
ant basis for accreditation. 

With this changed emphasis in our institu. 
tions of higher learning, it is inevitable that 
new demands will be made on our libraries, 
whether or not the libraries have to serve a 
graduate school as well as meet the needs of 
a crowded undergraduate program. All of 
us recognize that it is still difficult to buy 
the books we need and want. This is true 
of reference books as well as text books 
and standard editions. When the book short- 
age becomes less acute, the librarians may 
well contemplate more philosophically the 
annual disappearance and wear. In many 
elementary science courses, as President Car- 
michael pointed out a few years ago, the 
institution knows that expensive chemicals 
have to be poured down the sink every year 
and makes allowance for this wasteage. Per- 
haps a similar allowance should be made as 
a matter of routine in our libraries. 

There will be a temptation, as one means 
of saving wear and tear, to do much of the 
student’s work for him. I hope that, 
spite of increased pressure, the librarians will 
not deprive the student too much of the edu- 
cational experience of learning how to us 
books by themselves. 

Our college and university libraries can 
be of very great service in helping with the 
discovery and preservation of important 
source materials, such as early newspapers 
and business and family records. Such m* 
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terials are going to be of untold value as 


research continues in our cultural history.., 


Where are the records of the New Orleans 
Library Society that flourished from 1805 to 
1825? What records can now be located of 
the many lyceum societies of the 1830’s and 
1840’s? The collection and preservation of 
such documents is much too large and im- 
portant a task to be left entirely to the. state 
archives department. 

The librarians can also be of great help to 
the faculty research worker. The geograph- 
ical isolation of the southern scholar deprives 
him of many quickening contacts. It must 
be remembered also that many scholars in 
the South received their graduate training 
before the present bibliographical methods 
and aids were available. Even such simple 
tools as the International Index to Periodicals 
and the Union List of Serials are probably 
unknown to many members of our faculties. 
The routine of inter-library loans is now well 
established and will be more and more use- 
ful. The use of the microfilm should be more 
widely encouraged. That an alert librarian 
can help a department plan its buying pro- 
gram is, of course, obvious. 

How well has the college librarian been 
trained for these new duties? My own ig- 


norance of library schools makes me an 
incompetent witness, but some observations 
may be offered. Many improvements, to be 
sure, have come about, both in our libraries 
and in our librarians. Children are now 
much more welcome in our public libraries 
than they were a generation ago. The pro- 
fessional standards for librarians no longer 
encourage the appointment of decayed gen- 
tlewomen, even though these spinsters be 
relatives of important people. But I venture 
to raise this question, “Are the library schools 
attracting the right people, those of high in- 
telligence and desirable qualities of person- 
ality?” 

Perhaps the library schools may profit by 
the experience of schools of education. These 
schools have in the past emphasized tech- 
nicalities and methods at the expense of con- 
tent. It has been charged against them that 
the emphasis on routine methods and tech- 
nicalities has tended to drive out of the teach- 
ing profession vigorous and independent 
minds. If there is any such tendency in our 
library schools, I, for one, sincerely hope that 
it can be corrected, for I think that the libra- 
rian of the future will have to be much more 
than technically proficient. 
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THE CASE OF A.C.R.L. vs. A.L.A. 


ROBERT M. LIGHTFOOT, Jr. 


Assistant Librarian, Louisiana Polytechnic Institute 


Between November, 1942, and July, 1946, 
any reference to me as a librarian was little 
more than an act of courtesy. I was inter- 
ested in libraries, and occasionally got into 
one for a few minutes, though toward the 
tnd of that period the only ones I could find 
Were either in ruins or catalogued and ad- 
ministered in languages in which I was, to 
‘ay the least, unproficient. 

All of this could hardly be calculated to 
give me a very clear picture of recent activi- 
ties in ALA and ACRL circles. In fact, my 
first hint of a possibly serious rebellion 
igainst the parent organization came just 


listening to. 


about three months ago. I was not unduly 
startled however, until about a month ago 
when I was asked by a slightly frantic pro- 
gram chairman to prepare a statement on the 
present relations, for this meeting. 

Possibly my previous ignorance is a good 
thing. It gives me an opportunity to start 
with an unprejudiced mind; though this 
means relying in large measure on the writ- 
ings of others about the subject. That 
possibly is also good as these others all have 
good standing in the profession, and are in 
positions that make their utterance worth 
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In an effort to assist librarians in evaluat- 
ing the tense situation which has arisen within 
the ALA over the demands of the ACRL 
for greater representation in ALA affairs, 
the editors of College and Research Libraries 
published a symposium on the subject in the 
April 1946 issue. Papers were written by 
Ralph A. Ulveling, President of ALA; Carl 
Milam, executive secretary; Charles Harvey 
Brown, former librarian of Iowa State Col- 
lege; Donald Coney, of the University of 
Texas; Robert Bingham Downs, New York 
University; and Ralph E. Ellsworth, Uni- 
versity of Colorado. While these may seem, 
after the lapse of about a year, to be a bit 
behind the times, I offer no apology for sum- 
marizing them. I did not read them when 
they appeared, I feel sure that many of those 
now present did not; and, even if all of you 
did, a freshening of the memory will do no 
harm. It seems to me that, taken as a group, 
they do state both sides of the case very well. 

Presenting the parent organization’s case, 
President Ulveling led off. He admitted the 
need for, and his personal desire for, the 
establishment of a college and reference ad- 
visory service at ALA Headquarters; but he 
declared that the employment of a competent 
office force to represent ACRL interests, such 
as had been recommended, would be impos- 
sible at present for financial reasons. Endow- 
ment income is lower and all unit expenses 
higher than in normal times. As an alter- 
native, he advocated that the “existing ad- 
visory services for public libraries and school 
libraries be dissolved as such and that the 
resources which had maintained them be 
merged in one over-all department which 
would render comparable services to every 
group within the organization.” 

Mr. Milam went into considerable detail 
to show why the income is less than had been 
anticipated—less by well over 20%, at a time 
when all expenses were up. He suggested 
increased membership as a possible means 
for securing funds for adding the new In- 
formation and Advisory Department, but 
said it would require about 6,000 new mem- 
bers to enable ALA to underwrite the de- 
sired office. He was practical enough to 


view any immediate prospect of such an in- 
crease with pronounced skepticism, and pro 
posed as an alternative “that there be created 
a standing committee or board which would 
serve in an advisory relationship to the de. 
partment; the committee to be made up of 
one representative chosen by each division 
for five-year staggered terms; the committee 
to meet at least twice a year at annual and 
midwinter conferences, and possibly at other 
times, with the staff of the department and 
the Executive Secretary to discuss the work 
of the members of the staff and to help de- 
termine from time to time what the em- 
phasis should be.” He concluded his paper 
with this statement: “All officers are con- 
vinced, as are members of the much criti- 
cized Budget Committee, that the only satis- 
factory solution is more money for general 
expenses.” 

Mr. Brown, emphasizing that his opinions 
were his own and not necessarily those of 
ACRL, took issue with the recommendations 
of the ALA big brass, stating that these 
recommendations left him “in a state of fog”. 
“A new information service should be organ- 
ized to serve the profession at large, yet the 
Executive Board voted to abandon the collec- 
tion of statistics for college, public, and school 
libraries. Certainly statistics would seem to be 
about the most important factual service 
which a national organization can render.” 
With regard to the hiring of more full time 
Headquarters staff members, Mr. Brown's at- 
titude—which he emphasized was subject to 
change—was one of thumbs down. He 
pointed out a rather obvious but often over- 
looked fact, that Headquarters personnel is 
expensive, and that such expense would prob 
ably have to be met by increased membership 
fees (especially institutional); and such ad- 
ded costs would probably result in a drop 
in membership. Supporting this last assump 
tion, he pointed out that ALA membership 
declined about 4°4 from 1940 to 1945, 4 
period during which membership fees were 
raised. During this same period, on the 
other hand, ACRL, with little or no Head 
quarters staff, but a great many committees 
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and volunteer workers, increased its mem- 
bership 57%. ' 

Brown did not quite come out for a com- 
plete break between the two organizations, 
but did advocate that some arrangement be 
made whereby non-members of ALA could 
become members of ACRL. 

Mr. Coney’s remarks were brief. His open- 
ing sentence made his position clear: 
“Whether or not ALA is to become really 
effective in the college, university, and re- 
search library field depends on its decision 
to make a place on the Headquarters staff 
for a specialist in that area.” His catalog of 
anticipated benefits included these: (1) Co- 
ordination of activities, (2) A spreading out 
of activities rather than excessive emphasis 
and interest in and about the large libraries 
of the northeastern seaboard, (3) “Such an 
agency, by its central position in the affairs 
of research libraries, might pay a dividend 
by bringing to light, more quickly than now, 
persons in small libraries potentially valuable 
to the profession”, (4) It would provide 
better opportunities for adequate statistical 
reporting. 

Mr. Downs contented himself with de- 
scribing the kind of person the job of Head- 
quarters specialist would require—a man 
with knowledge of the problems of teachers 
college, junior college, and all other college 
and university libraries. A man with knowl- 
edge of library government, organization, 
administration, architecture, equipment, fi- 
nances, and numerous other related topics. 
A man capable of keeping in close touch 
with all sections of ACRL and ALA, able to 
coordinate for avoidance of duplication of 
effort, and to stimulate publication, research, 
and investigation. He would also be expected 
0 assist in library surveys, compile statistics, 
and develop standards, to maintain cordial 
telations with and express the library point 
of view to various learned societies, and to 
be enthusiastic, intellectually broad, profici- 
‘nt in writing and public speaking, and to 

Ye an attractive personality. He did not 
submit the name of any such paragon, but 
did admit that an even greater problem than 
finding him would be holding onto him. 





Mr. Ellsworth’s emphasis was on his state- 
ment that academic and scholarly libraries 
do not, as things are now constituted, get 
their just share of dues paid to ALA. In ad- 
dition to getting this, he wants a fair share 
of the ALA endowment made available to 
ACRL, “without strings, to be spent by 
ACRL in whatever way the organization 
thinks will benefit academic and scholarly 
libraries most.” As this article seems to me 
to be the one most straight from the shoulder 
and to express the complaints most clearly; 
and as it is not very long, I feel justified in 
quoting in full about the last half of it: 

“, .. We think the time has come when 
it is no longer wise for the ALA, as a single 
organization, to try to handle the affairs of 
all kinds of libraries without major and acute 
differentiation among the types. In another 
sense, this visualizes the ALA more and 
more as an abbreviated federation of strong 
divisions, each promoting its own activities 
with its own studies in its own way. 

“We do not wish to use our share of our 
money for a headquarters staff that will be 
an ‘action bureau’. We want one, or one-half 
of one, person who will be free to think and 
plan for ACRL . . . We want this person 
to recommend to ACRL the initiation of re- 
search and other studies and in general to 
do the things that will slowly but surely help 
us to raise the level of our own accomplish- 
ments. 

“We do not want this person to do a great 
many things, or to make us do a great many 
things, that sound important, but which get 
nowhere in the long run, because they are 
not geared to a continuous long-time con- 
sistent organization. In other words, we 
want less frenzied committee work on issues 
of the moment within ACRL and more plan- 
ning of large issues, and we want our repre- 
sentative to act in the same manner. 

“We expect the business of college and 
university librarianship to be handled by col- 
lege and university librarians, not by our 
headquarters. 

“Just how we are to get the kind of 
automony, financial and otherwise, we want 
without creating a split in the ALA is not 
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very clear at the moment, but let it be under- ' 


stood that the members of our group have 
little respect for the idea of unity in the ALA 
when that unity is so artificial and the price 
of it so high. 

“We are increasingly disturbed by the fact 
that many of our most intelligent and influ- 
ential members see little use of throwing 
their efforts into ACRL as long as it is con- 
nected with ALA on the present basis. These 
men are quick to size up the situation and 
are confining their professional activities to 
the Association of Research Libraries and 
other groups outside the ALA. We want this 
leadership kept within the ACRL. 

“There are many in our group who are 
capable of carrying on the kind of research 
studies that are necessary if the leval of aca- 
demic and scholarly library service is to be 
raised. We want our ACRL organization to 
be the coordinating agency for our members 
and we want our ALA dues to support these 
researches. In this way, we believe that in 
a very real sense we can help raise the level 
of library service in academic and scholarly 
libraries. We see little hope that our objec- 
tives can be reached at the present time 
under existing relationships. 

“In brief, I think many of us are not in- 
terested in the idea of a strong elaborate aca- 
demic and scholarly library agency within 
the ALA present structure. We do see the 
necessity of having our own money to spend 
under ACRL direction for substantial studies 
and projects. We see the necessity, perhaps, 
of a small headquarters organization that 
might or might not be located at ALA Head- 
quarters.” 

So much for the symposium. There have 
been various other references in the ALA 
Bulletin and in College and Research Libra- 
ries. The October 1946 College and Research 
Libraries printed the minutes of the ACRL 
Board of Directors meeting of June 21, in 
which a brief summary of the views of each 
member regarding ACRL’s demands were 
summarized. A few of these are worth not- 
ing, if for no other reason than inspiring 
comment from those now present. Here are 
a few highlights from these highlights: 


“Mr. Brown called attention to the fact 
that SLA withdrew from ALA because they 
wanted a voice in the affairs of the Associa. 
tion. He said that his committee prefers 
not to leave the ALA, but that it hopes the 
ALA will modify its ideas on relations to 
divisions. 

“Mr. Ellsworth thinks the executive secre. 
tary should stay home and give attention to 
the work of college and university libraries. 
He believes that he should help select te. 
search projects and find people to do them, 
and that he should serve as a coordinator and 
guide for professional groups. 

“Mr. Kuhlman . . . suggested that the 
office be located in a university where all 
levels of education are represented. He would 
prefer it at a university with a graduate |i 
brary school where graduate students could 
work on research projects. 

“Mr. Carlson thinks the combination cot- 
LEGES and REFERENCE is illogical. He believes 
the executive secretary should travel enough 
to keep in touch with the work of the se 
tions. 

“Most of the directors agree that the Exe 
cutive Secretary should not be at ALA Head- 
quarters. Most of them think the office 
should be at some university, preferably near 
Chicago. 

“Opinions as to the amount required varied 
from $11,000 to $17,500 a year, with an aver 
age of about $15,000.” 

And now a final statement—or is it final? 
At least it was the latest I could obtain. The 
ALA Bulletin, November 1946, carried 4 
brief statement that The Executive 
meeting in October, voted ACRL $10,000 
annually, actually budgeting $6667 for th 
part of the fiscal year for which it was * 
sumed it would be possible to have an ACRL 
executive secretary employed. They a 
voted to negotiate with ACRL in regard tc 
getting the desired Executive Secretary # 
ALA Headquarters. 

I am aware that my presentation has may 
faults. It is strikingly lacking in originality 
It starts out in a fog of ignorance and 
up far short of anything resembling 2 © 
clusion. It is by no means all-inclusive; 
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it does not even bring the situation up to 
date. However, I believe it does possess orie 
virtue: I believe it contains enough informa- 












tion and conjecture to start a first class dis- 


cussion. If it does this, I shall be more than 
satisfied. 













Two hundred twenty-eight librarians and 
friends of libraries attended the twenty-first 
annual conference of the Louisiana Library 
Association in Alexandria on March 13, 14, 









vould and 15, 1947. The following officers presided 
ate li- at the three-day session in the Bentley Hotel: 
could Miss Sue Hefley, President; Mr. John Hall 





Jacobs, Ist Vice-president and President-elect; 
Miss Kathryn Adams, 2d Vice-president; 
Miss Evelyn Taylor, Secretary; and Miss 
Patricia Catlett, Treasurer. 

Registration in the lobby of the Bentley 
at two o'clock Thursday afternoon was fol- 





















e Exe lowed by a tea in the Venetian Room. Mem- 
Head- bers of the Executive Board, the Hospitality 
office Committee, and members of the Rapides 

ly neat Parish Library Board acted as hostesses for 

this occasion. 

| varied Before and after the tea, convention guests 

in aver inspected the professional and commercial 

exhibits which had been set up in the lobby. 

t final? A new feature of the commercial exhibits 

in. The & Was the classified exhibit. Books in this group 

rried 2 § Were donated by different publishers to be 
Board, sold at the convention to librarians at a 25°, 

$1000 § discount, the proceeds to go into the L. L. A. 
for the § ‘asury. Some very attractive books appeared 
was & — inthe exhibit, and about $65.00 was realized 

, ACRL — from the sale of the books. 

ey also Miss Hefley called the first general session 

egard © § ' order Thursday evening at eight o'clock. 

etary # § Miss Kathryn Adams, 2d Vice-president and 

chairman of the Hospitality Committee pre- 
as mas} § nted Mr. Frank H. Peterman, City Attor- 
iginalityy § "y of Alexandria, who extended greetings 
nd wins B ' the Association from the city of Alex- 

g a coer andria. 

and It was a source of great regret to everyone 
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present that Miss Hefley’s loss of voice made 
it impossible for her to preside at any further 
sessions. 

Mr. Jacobs introduced Dr. Bell I. Wiley, 
Head of the Department of History at Lou- 
isiana State University, who gave an inspir- 
ing address on “Land of promise—the South 
today”. Dr. Wiley stated that the positive 
values of the South are its natural resources 
and its youth, but that it must improve 
through education. The South has no more 
outstanding need than better libraries unless 
it be better teachers. Although the South is 
notoriously and shamefully illiterate, it must 
have money, it must seek federal aid to 
remedy this condition. Poverty is one of the 
prime causes of the South’s ills. To hold its 
best citizens, the South must become pros- 
perous. The South must strive for the best 
interests of all its people—strive less toward 
keeping the Negro in his place and more for 
making him a citizen. He needs, not social, 
but economic, educational, and health equal- 
ity. The South must develop more respect 
for scholarship and less for outward show; 
it must indulge in more self-analysis and self- 
criticism. In order to go ahead, the South 
must let people express freely their opinions. 

Mr. George J. Kabat of the U. S. Office 
of Education, who had recently attended a 
meeting of UNESCO in Paris, then gave a 
brief review of the history of UNESCO and 
spoke of its aims and purposes. Defining 
the purpose, he quoted from the Preamble 
to the Constitution of UNESCO: “Since 
wars are made in the minds of men, it is 
in the minds of men that peace must be 
created.” Although some have interpreted 
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the aims of the organization as the promotion 
of education or science or culture, these are 
tools to work with, not end products but a 
means. He commended the Louisiana Library 
Association for its recognition of this idea as 
expressed in its slogan for the year: “Library 
Service—A Means and Not An End. 


The first business meeting was held at 
nine-thirty Friday morning with Mr. Jacobs 
in the chair. A unique feature of the session 
was that the committee reports were given 
in round table. The first round table consist- 
ed of reports of the L.L.A. Bulletin, given by 
Miss Herdman; Committee on Constitution 
and By-laws, Miss Williams; Membership 
Committee, Miss Munson; and Modisette 
Award, Miss Culver. The second round table 
included the Adult Education Committee rep- 
resented by Miss Emily Spencer; Certification 
and Licensing, Miss Helen Hart; Federal 
Relations, Miss Harris; Legislation, report 
given by Mr. Jacobs in the absence of Mrs. 
Morton; Public Relations, Mrs. Ella V. Ald- 
rich Schwing; Salary, Staff and Tenure, Miss 
Herdman; State Aid, Mr. Jacobs in the ab- 
sence of Miss Elizabeth Williams; State 
Planning, Miss Culver. Matters on which 
the committees desired Association action 
were noted and taken up at the afternoon 
session. 


The report of the Nominating Committee 
was accepted unanimously, as follows: Pres- 
ident, Mr. John Hall Jacobs, New Orleans 
Public Library; Ist Vice-president and 
President-elect, Mr. Eugene P. Watson, 
Northwestern State College; 2d Vice-presi- 
dent, Miss Metella Williams, Library School, 
Louisiana State University; Secretary, Miss 
Jean Mason, Louisiana State Library, and 
Treasurer, Miss Sue Coltharp, Metairie Park 
Country Day School. 

Following the business session, Miss Helen 
Ridgway, Public Library Specialist of the 
A. L. A. gave a very interesting talk on 
current library problems. 


The afternoon session opened with a panel 
discussion of the Wheeler report on Educa- 
tion for Librarianship. Those participating 
were: Mr. Jacobs, chairman; Mrs. Margaret 





Walraven of the Technical High School in 
Dallas; Mr. Guy R. Lyle, Director of Libra- 
ries, Louisiana State University; Miss Helen 
Maestri, Francis T. Nicholls High School, 
New Orleans; Mrs. Emily Miller Danton, 
Sophie Newcomb College, New Orleans; and 
Miss Debora Abramson, Louisiana State Li- 
brary. 

During the business session which fol- 
lowed, with Miss Kathryn Adams presiding, 
action was taken on committee matters and 
new business was transacted. 

The Association went on record as en 
dorsing the Public Library Demonstration 
Bill and authorized letters to Senators and 
Representatives to that effect. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Leg- 
islation reported—“Your chairman as dele- 
gate to the Louisiana Legislative Council 
attended the December meeting of that body, 
but found it impossible to attend the Jan- 
uary meeting. At the December meeting 
which lasted, as do all the meetings, the 
entire day, reports on the bills sponsored by 
the Council at the last session of the Legis 
lature were given, and discussion followed 
concerning the effectiveness of Council sup 
port of each measure. The meeting was, in 
a sense, a post mortem, and a very interesting 
experience for your delegate. It, however, 
convinced her that our organization is one 
that can hardly be an active member of the 
Council. Each member organization assumes 
responsibility for one of the measures being 
supported by the council. This responsibility 
involves both financial support and active 
campaigning on the part of the sponsoring 
organization, neither of which would the 
Louisiana Library Association be in a position 
to undertake. Your delegate, therefore, rec 
ommends that the Louisiana Library As 
ciation withdraw from active participation i0 
the Council. The Association may wish © 
continue its support of the work of the Cout 
cil in a financial way, and this can be done 
by means of a contribution. Membership # 

the council has no relationship to bills select 
ed for council sponsorship and that witl 
drawal from membership will in no WJ 
jeopardize support of library legislation.” The 
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Association voted to accept the recommenda- 
tion and to withdraw from the Louisiana 
Legislative Council. 

The following resolution, introduced by 
Miss Herdman, Chairman of the Committee 
on Salary, Staff, and Tenure, was adopted: 
“Since the Louisiana Library Association 
wishes to promote at all times the standards 
of librarians, be it resolved by the Associa- 
tion in meeting at Alexandria, March 14, 
1947, that it approve all efforts of the Board 
on Personnel Administration of the American 
Library Association, to raise salary standards 
and the financial status of libraries. The Lou- 
isiana Library Association is glad to adopt 
$2100 as a recommended starting salary for 
persons who have a college degree and one 
year of training in a library school accredited 
by the American Library Association, to be 
in force as long as the present rate of salaries 
holds. It does not think, however, that it is 
wise at this time of country-wide financial 
adjustment to approve any definite scale of 
financial increments, or budget proportions.” 

The proposed amendments to the Constitu- 
tion and By-laws, as presented by the Com- 
mittee were adopted unanimously. These 
amendments appear in the next number of 


the Bulletin. It was voted to continue the 
present advertising policy of the Bulletin, and 
to allow the Bulletin $300 for expenses for 
the year 1947-48. 

The traditional Book Dinner was held in 
the Venetian Room Friday night, with Mrs. 
Shirley Stephenson, chairman of the Pro- 
gram Committee, presiding as toastmistress. 
Special guests of the Association at the dinner 
were representatives of the under-graduate 
library science groups at Northwestern State 
College, Southwestern Louisiana Institute, 
Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, and Louisi- 
ana State University. Another guest who re- 
ceived special recognition was Miss Dorothy 
Duncan, Library School student who was 
a recipient of the Lillian Herron Williamson 
Scholarship for a high school graduate inter- 
ested in librarianship. The principal speaker 
at the dinner was Father Murphy of New 
Orleans, author of Pére Antoine and The 
Scarlet Lily. Father Murphy entertained with 
his witticisms and charming manner. 

The library school breakfast and sectional 
meetings Saturday morning brought the for- 
mal conference to a close. A post-conference 
meeting of parish librarians was held Satur- 
day afternoon. 





PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


The Executive Board has endeavored to 
catry out directives of the Association con- 
vened at its 20th annual conference, in 
Shreveport. Through committee appointment 
it has endeavored to provide for the execu- 
tion of Association programs in the manner 
and tradition which have been accepted as 
the pattern of Association affairs. In com- 
mittee appointment provision has been made 
for a structural integration which apparently 
was desirable. Thus, the chairman of State 
Aid is a member of Legislation; the chair- 
man of Legislation is a member of State 
Planning; the chairman of Certification and 
Licensing is a member of Salary, Staff and 
Tenure; the secretary of the Association is 
4 member of the committee on Constitution, 
By-laws, and Manual. 


fo} 


The Board has worked with the committee 
on Constitution, By-laws, and Manual in an 
attempt to make it possible for the member- 
ship to consider today changes in the mechan- 
ics of Association operation in response to 
what was apparently popular expression of 
opinion. Attention is particularly called to 
that suggested revision of the by-laws which 
would provide that the terms of officers and 
committees be clearly recognized as of the 
duration of the fiscal year. Acting upon the 
assumption that this would be a satisfactory 
design for at least the functioning of com- 
mittees during the present year, committees 
have been instructed to act in their full 
responsibility until July 1, at which time a 
report of the year’s work will be given. Com- 
mittee reports which you hear today will, 
then, be reports of progress; exceptions are 
those made by committees which function 
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only in relation to the annual convention. It 
is hoped that this will eliminate seasonal 
doldrums which are sometimes experienced 
just after the annual conference and which 
are not terminated until new committee per- 
sonnel is announced, The program of the 
Association should be year-round. 

In the folder which you have received, 
the Board presents to the Association evi- 
dence of an effort to contribute to a program 
of recruitment which is profession-wide. The 
project which has been sponsored for you 
by the Board was undertaken at the generous 
offer of the Baton Rouge Library Club 
(Hilda Fuller, president) to make available 
for Association use the contents of a recruit- 
ment booklet, Librarianship in Louisiana. 
Upon investigation it was found that the 
booklet might be adapted to a folder-poster 
form with a comparatively modest expendi- 
ture of funds. Sarah Jones, Louisiana State 
Library, was asked to rewrite as might be 
desirable. Mrs. Ella Magee, also of the 
Louisiana State Library was asked to assume 
responsibility for photography. Others were 
drawn into the project as consultants. The 
folder represents cooperative planning and 
effort. Two thousand copies have been print- 
ed; it is the plan to distribute single copies 
free; the Louisiana State Library has help- 
fully agreed to mail out additional copies, 
which are to be purchased at two cents each. 

The Board recognizes in the group of 
librarians-in-training one of the profession’s 
most valuable resources. Therefore it has 
acted to encourage the organization of groups 
of prospective librarians at the colleges at 
which courses in librarianship are offered. 
(A group at Northwestern State College 
previously organized really furnished the 
Board with its pattern). Representatives of 
these groups have been invited to be guests 
of the Association at the annual Book Din- 
ner; the Board plans to act further by extend- 
ing an affiliate Association membership (in 
accordance with Helen Maestri’s motion of 
last year) to members of these groups to 
whom appropriate information regarding 
librabrianship as a profession will be given. 

The planning of the annual convention is 


a responsibility which the Board has not 
taken lightly. In harmony with the Associa. 
tion’s theme for the year, “Library Service— 
A Means and Not an End”, speakers were 
secured who, we were confident, could help 
us to “lift up our eyes unto the hill” of social 
objectives; perhaps we have let them rest 
too long upon the accession record and the 
circulation count (We must remark in pass 
ing that we too have heard. that the former 
is rapidly on its way to extinction—it sym- 
bolizes preoccupation with library craft as 
opposed to library service) The legitimate 
claims of nationally sponsored programs have 
been recognized. Therefore, arrangement has 
been made for discussion in convention of 
education for librarianship, which is the 
object of a turmoil of investigation and eval- 
uation at the present time, and an oppor- 
tunity is given for Association reaction to the 
salary scale adopted by the American Library 
Association. The Board has arranged for 
emphasis upon committee work by providing 
for the report of certain committees in round- 
table, thus offering to the Association the 
opportunity for comment and observation in 
planning further committee functioning. 

The Board has, of course, felt keenly the 
responsibility of the administration of Asso 
ciation funds. It is planned that funds accru- 
ing from the payment of sustaining member- 
ship dues be left intact until such time as 
they may be expended on an Association 
approved project. Association-owned bonds 
have been left intact in the belief that the 
money represented should be spent upon 
Association - approved projects. Association 
membership in A. L. A. and Southwestern 
Library Association (Our President-lect, 
John Hall Jacobs, is president of Southwest 
ern) have been maintained. Membership in 
the Louisiana Legislative Council is mail 
tained at Association direction. 

The Board wishes to express for the Asso 
ciation thanks for the continued services of 
the State Library in distributing the Bulleus. 
It wishes to express thanks to the Winn 
Parish Library for space made available 
its Bulletin for publicity regarding the a 
nual convention. 
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The Board expresses its thanks for the 
generous cooperation of the membership and 
particularly of the personnel of Association 
committees, and of the Board and Business 
Management of the Bulletin. Just now, of 
course, there is special gratitude for the dili- 
gent and effective work of our convention 
committees. 


The President wishes personally to thank . 


those who are generously coming to her aid 
in her present incapacitation. She is most 
indignant at the inconsiderate failure of her 
vocal apparatus. But neither indignation nor 
the various remedies friends have helpfully 
suggested have been of avail and she must 
resign herself to disappointment and ask 
indulgence in her failure to preside vocally. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Hefley. 


i>. 
Vv 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES SECTION 


The Public Libraries Section met Satur- 
day morning, March 15, in the Venetian 
Room of the Bentley Hotel, with Miss Sallie 
Farrell, Louisiana State Library, presiding. 
In response to roll call, in which librarians 
reported briefly on some recent outstanding 
activity of their libraries, it was shown that 
the section meeting was attended by repre- 
sentatives from the twenty-three parish libra- 
fies, and municipal libraries in New Orleans, 
Lake Charles, and Jennings. Librarians in- 
troduced members of their staff and boards 
present. About ninety persons were in at- 
tendance. 

Miss Helen A. Ridgway, Public Library 
Specialist, A. L. A. was the feature speaker, 
talking on “Getting People to Read”. Miss 
Ridgway said: “The library is a demonstra- 
tion of our belief in the extraordinary possi- 
bilities of ordinary people basic in a democ- 
racy”. She added: “Neglect no opportunity 
to identify yourself with your community 
and link all interests with books. It is later 
than you think. Today, there is a feeling of 
Urgency about the task of librarians.” 

Miss Mary W. Harris, director of the Ex- 
tension Department of the State Library and 
coordinator of the Louisiana Federal Rela- 





tions Committee, traced briefly the history 
of the Public Library Service Demonstration 
Bill. She introduced Mrs. Virginia Patton 
of Tallulah, who, as chairman of the library 
committee of the Louisiana Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, said the group was actively 
supporting the Bill. Miss Harris said the 
Bill had been introduced in the House, and 
that there is need for organization to get 
action for it easily and rapidly. She asked 
that the parish librarians serve as parish 
chairmen, and that in parishes where there 
is yet no parish library, a library-interested 
citizen be appointed. 


_ The report of the nominating committee, 
composed of Miss Elisabeth Williams, Bos- 
sier Parish Library, chairman, Mrs.. Lillian 
Gray, Concordia Parish Library, and Miss 
Harris, was made by Miss Williams, and ac- 
cepted by the group. Miss Bess Vaughan, 
Shreve Memorial Library, Shreveport, was 
named as chairman, and Miss Shirley Taylor, 
Louisiana State Library, as secretary. 


Parish Librarians Post-Conference 


Meeting 
At the Post-Conference Meeting of Parish 
Librarians with Miss Frances Flanders, 


Ouachita Parish Library, presiding Saturday 
afternoon and Miss Vaughan, presiding Sat- 
urday evening, Miss Sarah I. Jones, State 
Library, gave a report on the proposed Sum- 
mer Workshop for library workers. Miss 
Jones emphasized that to be successful, the 
Workshop should have good fellowship and 
entertainment features. She said the curric- 
ulum would be planned for custodians of 
branches, headquarters workers, and parish 
librarians, with instruction sometimes com- 
bining all groups and sometimes being pre- 
sented separately. 

Other topics discussed briefly because of 
limited time included: Retirement — Mrs. 
Rubie Hanks, Winn Parish Library; ALA 
Membership—Mrs. Calvin Schwing, Loui- 
siana State University; The Modisette Award 
—Miss Anna Cannaday, Madison Parish Li- 
brary; Undergraduate Library Training — 
Mrs. Charles Morton, Louisiana State Univer- 
sity Library School; Louisiana State Library 
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Demonstration at the State Penitentiary— 
Marvin Tanner, Louisiana State Library; 
and Louisiana State Library Newsletter— 
Miss Jones. 

Committees for the Public Libraries Sec- 
tion include: Undergraduate Library Train- 
ing—Mrs James Baird, Webster Parish Li- 
brary, chairman; Miss Debora Abramson, 
State Library; Mr. Eugene Watson, North- 
western State College; Mrs. Morton, L. S. U. 
Library School; and John Hall Jacobs, N. O. 
Public Library; Cooperative Printing—Miss 
Emily Spencer, Calcasieu Parish Library, 
chairman, with authority to appoint own 
committee; Cooperative Publicity — George 
King Logan, New Orleans Public Library, 
chairman, with authority to appoint own 
committee; Retirement—Mrs. Hanks, chair- 
man; Miss Kathyrn Adams, Rapides Parish 
Library; and Miss Flanders ;and Workshops 
—Miss Jones, chairman, with authority to 
appoint own committee. 

The group decided that the State Library 
be authorized to call a meeting of the parish 
librarians group in September, and follow- 
ing that, meetings might be held advanta- 
geously in various libraries of the State and 
not necessarily in conjunction with the an- 
nual Association meeting. 


£) 
es 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 


The School Libraries Section held its an- 
nual meeting March sixteenth in Alexandria. 
Alice Griffin, Chairman of the Section, pre- 
sided with Mrs. Auline Butler as secretary. 

Miss Sue Hefley, President of LLA and 
Supervisor of School Libraries, was present 
but unable to speak. On her behalf Miss 
Ruby Moore explained the Modisette Award 
and emphasized its importance as a means 
of advancing standards of school libraries. 
Miss Mildred Hogan gave a report on Senate 
Bill 48, which provides for federal support 
of state libraries. During its business meet- 
ing the Section went on record as approving 
the bill. 

Mrs. Frances Cantwell, president of the 
Library Section of Louisiana Teachers’ As- 
sociation, extended greetings for that group. 








She spoke of the need for continued effort 
on the part of school librarians. 

The panel discussion on School Library 
Service was the cause of animiated discus 
sion by all those who heard it. Taking part 
were Miss Ruby Craton, Supervisor of In- 
struction for Webster Parish, Miss Candide 
Breaux, Librarian of Loreauville High 
School, Mr. C. T. Woodard, Supervisor of 
Instruction for Jackson Parish, and Mr. J. 
R. Bobbitt, Supervisor of Instruction for Red 
River Parish. Miss Craton’s discussion was 
about an established library system that 
serves both schools and the public. Mr. 
Woodard described an experiment in keep 
ing the school library open during the sum- 
mer and a unique idea of his own—a col- 
lection of books that he sends to teachers 
for use in their classroom work. Mr. Bobbitt 
introduced the idea of school credit for work 
done by student assistants in the library. 
Miss Breaux described library service in her 
school for both elementary and high school 
grades. 

The guest speaker was Mrs. Margaret K. 
Walraven, librarian of Crozier Technical 
High School in Dallas.* Her subject was 
Working With Teachers In Library Instru- 
tion. 

Mrs. Florinell Morton, head of LSU Li 
brary School, made a report on probable 
summer school work for school librarians 
interested in an expansion of library service. 

Officers elected were Mrs. Will DeGrum- 
mond, librarian of Sulphur High School, 
President; Mrs. Sybil Farr, librarian, Istrou- 
ma High School, Baton Rouge, vice-prest 
dent; Claire Oriol, librarian, Joseph Kohn 
High School, New Orleans, secretary. 


*Co-author of Library Guidance For 
Teachers, Wiley, 1941. 





TRUSTEES SECTION 
The Trustees Section held a luncheon 
meeting in the Venetian Room of the Bent 
ley Hotel Saturday, March 15, 1947. About 
one hundred and fifty trustees, librarians and 
friends of the library attended the luncheon. 
Mr. James C. Bolton, member of the Rx 
pides Parish Library Board, welcomed the 
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group to Alexandria. Mrs. Sam Levy of the 
Natchitoches Board and president of the 
Louisiana Federated Women’s Clubs spoke 
on the work being done by the group on the 
Federal Aid bill. At their association meet- 
ing, Senator Ellender had said that he would 
support the bill. 


Mr. Joel Fletcher of the Lafayette Board 
and president of Southwestern Louisiana In- 
stitute was scheduled to deliver the principle 
address. At the last minute, he was unable 
to attend, but sent his address by his secre- 
tary who delivered it for him. Mr. Fletcher 
spoke on the Opportunity of the Library 
Trustee to Further the Library Movement in 
Louisiana. 


Mr. Henry W. Bethard, chairman of the 
Louisiana State Library Board of Commis- 
sioners, discussed Federal Aid. 

A short business meeting was held after 
the program. Mr. Otis Trahan of Winnfield 


was elected chairman for the coming year. 


C. Paul Phelps, 
Chairman. 


ra" 
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COLLEGE AND REFERENCE SECTION 


The annual meeting of the College and 
Reference section was held at 10:00 a. m. 
on March 15, Room 208, Hotel Bentley, 
Alexandria, with Dr. Garland F. Taylor of 
Tulane presiding. 


Dr. Taylor introduced Dr. Roger P. Mc- 
Cutcheon, Dean of the Graduate School at 
Tulane University, who spoke on the subject, 
“The Library and Higher Education.” 


Mr. R. M. Lightfoot of Louisiana Poly- 
technic Institute discussed the relationship be- 
tween ACRL and ALA. 


Mr. Guy R. Lyle, Louisiana State Univer- 
sity, described the Farmington Proposal, 
sponsored by the Library of Congress and the 
Association of Research Libraries, for co- 
Operative acquisition of foreign publications 
by university and large research libraries. 
The plan was put into effect as an emergency 
measure in 1945 to secure war-year publica- 
tions. The Library of Congress agreed to 
try to secure three copies of every book pub- 








lished in Europe during the war. These 
are being distributed to libraries participat- 
ing in the plan on the basis of special inter- 
ests and priorities assigned to them. In this 
plan, libraries assuming responsibility for an 
entire field rather than a portion of a field 
were favored and few libraries in the South 
could benefit. An attempt is now being made 
to correct this situation by drawing up a 
classification outline which will enable li- 
braries to select small sub-divisions of a field. 
The plan has many practical difficulties and 
is tentatively being limited for the immediate 
future to Sweden, Switzerland, and Germany 
only. Discussions of the plan were held in 
Washington March 14-15. 

Mr. John M. Dawson of the Howard- 
Tilton Memorial Library presented the re- 
port of the committee appointed by the Li- 
brary Section of the Louisiana College Con- 
ference to investigate the possibilities of co- 
Operative preservation of Louisiana news- 
papers by college and university libraries. 
The committee found that there is relatively 
little interest in the project on the part of 
the libraries concerned. A few are interested 
only in local newspapers, and only a few have 
extensive files even of these. The committee 
recommended: (1) that the project be sepa- 
rated into two parts, namely, the preserva- 
tion of back files, and the acquisition of cur- 
rent issues; (2) that the support of newspa- 
per publishers be enlisted; and (3) that the 
possibilities for financial aid by one of the 
philanthropic foundations be investigated. 
In the discussion that followed, it was pro- 
posed that other types of libraries in the 
State might be included in the project. Mr. 
Lyle moved that the section recommend to 
the committee that they concern themselves 
with the current newspapers first. The mo- 
tion was seconded by Miss Loma Knighten, 
and passed by oral vote. 

The first action taken in the formal busi- 
ness meeting was to dispense with the read- 
ing of the minutes, upon the motion of Mr. 
Eugene Watson. 

Dr. Taylor announced that the section’s 
resolution that the Louisiana Library Direc- 
tory be revised had been sent to the Execu- 
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tive Board, and that the revision is now un- 
derway. 


Mr. Watson reported that the committee 
on the compulsory distribution of state pub- 
lications to certain designated libraries had 
caused a bill to be introduced into the legis- 
lature. The bill passed both houses, but was 
vetoed by the Governor on the grounds that 
it did not reach him in time to be acted 
upon. There are two possible courses of ac- 
tion for the future: (1) to work for the es- 
tablishment of a state printing agency by re- 
vising the constitution; or (2) to petition the 
Governor to issue an executive order, direct- 
ing agencies to deposit their publications. 
The committee, composed of Miss S. Metella 
Williams, Mr. E. J. Scheerer, Miss Knighten, 
Dr. Taylor, and Mr. Watson, chairman, was 
re-appointed for a two-year term, with the 
addition of Mr. Lyle. Miss Williams’ motion 
to make Mr. Watson and Mr. Lyle co-chair- 
men, following Mr. Watson’s suggestion that 
a new chairman be appointed, was lost. 


Dr. Taylor urged members to work to 
ward increasing the membership, since the 
size of the sectional allotment is dependent 
on the number of members. Miss Williams 
suggested that an additional fee of from 
twenty-five to fifty cents be levied on each 
member. Mr. Scheerer’s motion that the 
fee be set at fifty cents was lost following a 
discussion in which two major objections 
were raised: (1) that such action might be 
contrary| to the Association’s constitution; 
and (2) that an additional fee might dis- 
courage prospective members. 


Miss Williams presented the report of the 
nominating committee, which proposed the 
names of Mrs. Harry Lemert, Chairman; 
Miss Irene Pope, Vice-Chairman; and Mr. 
Lightfoot, Secretary. Upon motion of Mr. 
Lyle, the report was accepted, and the Secre- 
tary instructed to cast a unanimous ballot. 


Mr. Watson distributed literature on the 
Public Library Demonstration bill (HR 
2465) and urged its support. His motion 
that the Executive Board be requested to 
secure a college or university librarian for 
the major speaker for the meeting next year 


was seconded by Mr. Dawson and passed by 
oral vote. 

Mr. Watson moved that a committee be 
appointed to prepare and distribute statis. 
tics on an annual basis. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Scheerer and passed by oral 
vote. The committee will be appointed by 
the new chairman. 

Roseanne Harrington, 
Secretary, pro tem. 
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GREETINGS FROM THE INCOMING 
PRESIDENT 
Dear Fellow Librarian: 

I wish to extend the greetings of the new 
L.L.A. officers to each of you and to solicit 
your active cooperation throughout the year. 
May I emphasize the democracy of our or- 
ganization and the need for each member 
to take the responsibility for making sugges- 
tions. Let’s hope that every librarian in 
Louisiana will participate actively in the As 
sociation during the year. Submit copy for 
the Bulletin; write to your officers; plan a 
crusade; prepare to speak at the next meet- 
ing; sponsor a cause. It’s fun and a fine way 
to contribute to the group. 

For my part, I would like to know what 
are your wishes for the ’48 meeting? Where, 
what, when, and who must be answered by 
someone. 

Write to your officers today; express your 
wishes on these points and suggest any 
special features. 

Three suggestions about place have al- 
ready been received. First, that a river boat 
be charted and the convention be held 
aboard. An investigation reveals the fact that 





there are no boats available to accomodate 


the group. Sorry, it was a glamorous idea! 
Second, the Mississippi Gulf Coast was sug- 
gested for a joint meeting with the Missis 
sippi Library Association. Our Constitution 
now permits such a meeting to be held out- 
side Louisiana, but our Mississippi friends 
usually hold their meeting in the autumn 
to prevent conflicting with their State Teach- 
ers Association. Would you like to go © 
the Edgewater Gulf anyway? Third, Ham- 
mond has been suggested, but the strawberry 








ny 


oat 
eld 
hat 
ate 


ug- 


sis- 


ut- 
nds 
mn 
ch- 


to 
im- 
ry 








Vol. 10, No. 4 








May, 1947 119 





buyers usually fill most of the hotel rooms 
during the spring months. 

With reference to time, suggestion has 
been made that the meeting be held after 
Lent. Since Easter falls on March 28 in 
1948, would the time be too late? In Ten- 
nessee the state teachers always hold their 
meeting on the Easter weekend to take ad- 
vantage of Good Friday holiday. Would 
such a plan increase attendance at L.L.A.? 
What are your preferences? 

Now about speakers. The College & Ref- 
erence people request that the speaker for 
the first general meeting be a college libra- 
rian since that group has not been repre- 
sented recently. This seems like a reasonable 
request. Do you know an able college libra- 
rian who is also a good speaker? 

A considerable number hope to leave the 
the conference before noon Saturday. They 
suggest that sectional meetings be held be- 
fore Saturday. Saturday mornings have been 
used for these meetings in the past as a con- 
venience to school librarians. What shall 
we do about this? 

What about the business sessions? How 
can we recognize the fine work of com- 
mittees and attend to business in a minimum 
length of time? 

As to the program, do you prefer out-of- 

state speakers or Louisianians; non-librarians 
or librarians? 
For recreation? Do you like picnics, dances 
or receptions? Should the book dinner be 
formal? How about a square dance after 
the book dinner? 

Now is your chance. What is your wish? 

Yours, 
John Hall Jacobs, 
President, L.L.A. 
A. L. A. CONFERENCE 

The American Library Association will 
hold its annual conference in San Francisco, 
June 30-July 5, 1947. Thirty-five hundred 
librarians and friends of libraries are expected 
to attend. Mary U. Rothrock, President of 
the Association and T. V. A. library head, 
will preside. From Louisiana the following 
expect to be in attendance at the conference: 





Sue Hefley, State School Library Supervisor; 
Mrs. Florinell Morton, Dir. L. S. U. Library 
School; Ella V. Adrich, L. S. U. Library 
School; Hilda Fuller, Reference Dept. L. S. 
U., Mrs. Shirley Stephenson, Baton Rouge; 
May Lynn Amiss, Ass’t. Libr. Baton Rouge 
H. S.; Emily Spencer, Libr. Calcasieu Par- 
ish; Kathryn Adams, Libr. Rapides Parish; 
Bess Vaughan, Libr. Shreve Memorial Li- 
brary; John Hall Jacobs, Libr. New Orleans 
P. L.; Anna Davis, Libr. Southeastern Lou- 
isiana College; Essae M. Culver Louisiana 
State Librarian; and Mary W. Harris, 
Jean Mason, Shirley Taylor, Sallie Farrell, 
Debora Abramson, and Elizabeth - Johnson 
from the State Library. 
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L. S. U. LIBRARY SCHOOL 
SPECIAL SUMMER SCHOOL 
FEATURES 
The School Library and Audio-Visual con- 
ference, July 17-19, co-sponsored by the State 
Department of Education and the Library 
School. Mrs. Will C. Daniels, Louisiana State 
University Laboratory School Librarian, is to 
be Chief Consultant. Emphasis will be placed 
on the technical preparation of these materi- 
als for inclusion in the school library collec- 

tion. 

Work Conference on Improved School 
Library Service, July 21-August 8, also co 
sponsored by the State Department of Edu- 
cation and the Library School. Miss Velma 
Shaffer, Head, Department of Library 
Science, College of Education, University of 
Tennessee, is to be Chief Consultant. 

SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE 


A limited number of $50 scholarships for 
the Conference on Improved School Library 
Service are available. Address applications to 
Miss Sue Hefley, State School Library Super- 
visor, State Department of Education. 





L> 


P. L. D. BILL 


The Public Library Service Demonstration 
Bill was introduced into the House, March 
10, by Congressman Thomas A. Jenkins of 
Ohio. The House number is now H. R. 
2465. 





PEOPLE AND PLACES 


Edited by 
ELIZABETH JOHNSON 
Reference librarian, Louisiana State Library 


Mary Herren, former Louisiana librarian, 
is now librarian at the Pan Am Plant in 
Texas City, Texas, and friends will be in- 
terested to know that she was reported safe 
after the disaster there. 

New members of the Louisiana Chapter 
of the Special Libraries Association are Mr. 
H. W. Smith, \ibrarian at the Times Pica- 
yune in New Orleans, and the Dallas Public 
Library, an institutional member represented 
by the head of the Business and Information 
Department. 

Odette Delhonde, \ibrarian at the Charity 
Hospital Patients and Medical Library, an- 
nounces that the library has expanded its 
services to the extent that now all patients 
are being given regular ward book service. 
Volunteers play an important part in accom- 
plishing this. Service to negro patients, re- 
cently added, is given by volunteers from the 
libraries of Xavier University and the New 
Orleans Public Library branches for Negroes. 

Irene Pope, reference librarian at North- 
western State College, will continue work 
toward a master’s degree at the University 
of Illinois this summer, and Mrs. Lucille T. 
Carnahan, instructor in library science at 
Northwestern State, will attend Columbia. 

Agnes Clark has replaced Dorothy Mae 
Moses as librarian of the Natchitoches Par- 
ish Library. Miss Moses is enrolling in the 
L. S. U. Library School. 

Terrebonne Parish Library, through its 
librarian, Dora Mae Thibodaux, participated 
in a project of the British Broadcasting sys- 
tem in which direct recordings were made 
of “local color” to send to England to intro- 
duce America to the British public. With the 
aid of Harnett Kane, Louisiana author, re- 
cordings were made of the people, their cus- 
toms, history, folk lore, songs, and the vari- 
ous enterprises in which they make a living. 
A complete set of the records for an ordinary 
phonograph was presented to the Terrebonne 
Parish Library, and a radio transcription was 


sent to the Houma radio station, KCIL. In 
the recordings there is a short bit about the 
parish bookmobile and its service. 

Librarians will be interested to know that 
the Louisiana Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution has set up a circu- 
lating collection of historical and genealogical 
books which may be borrowed by any Louis. 
iana members of the D. A. R. Known as the 
Annie Laurie Moody Circulating Library of 
the Louisiana Society, it is housed in Lake 
Providence under the direction of Mrs. 
George T. Hider, State D. A. R. Librarian. 

Northeast Junior College, Monroe, put on 
a radic» broadcast “The Veteran and the Li 
brary”, the script of which appears in the 
March, 1947, issue of Louisiana Schools. 

Howard-Tilton Library has just received 
a collection of papers relating to Ephraim 
Stoddard, who was active in education in 
Louisiana during the Reconstruction period. 
Included are records of some of the early 
teachers’ institutes, an innovation which Mr. 
Stoddard was instrumental in popularizing, 
and a set of Civil War diaries. 

Ruth Goebel has joined the staff of the 
Gifts and Exchanges Department of Howard- 
Tilton Library, Tulane. 

Miss Annie Parrott, daughter of the found- 
er of the Howard Memorial Library, has 
sent to the Howard-Tilton Library from 
London a collection of Elizabethan books, 
manuscripts and fine bindings, including 
two fine items from the Plantin Press, 
North’s translation of “Plutach’s Lives” 
(1612) and Crook’s “Micro-Kosmographia” 
(1615). 

Muriel G. Richardson, who has been on 
the staff of the Howard-Tilton Library since 
its founding and who before that was on the 
staff of the Howard Memorial Library, has 
accepted a position at Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute Library in New York. 

Frances Richardson, senior researcher for 
20th century-Fox, spent some time in the 
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Howard-Tilton Library recently, compiling 
production data for the forthcoming produc- 
tion of Frank Yerby’s “Foxes of Harrow.” 
Others in the Library recently doing re- 
search included Ben Ames Williams and 
Thorton Wilder. 

Betty Lou Songy, who has been employed 
by the Louisiana State Library in its Lafay- 
ette Parish Demonstration Library since her 
graduation from the L. S. U. Library School 
in 1946, has joined the L. S. U. Library 
staff as Junior Order Librarian. 

Juanita Terry, Gift and Exchange Li- 
brarian, L. S. U., resigned on March Ist to 
become Reference Librarian at Baylor Uni- 
versity, Waco, Texas. She has been succeeded 
by Samuel J. Marino, who had been serving 
as Acting Librarian of the Romance Lan- 
guage Collection, L. S. U. 

E. ]. Scheerer, librarian of Louisiana Poly- 
technic Institute, has been appointed to mem- 
bership on the A. L. A. Subscription Books 
Bulletin Committee for 1947 and 1948. 

Librarians in this region will be interested 
to know that the “Mississippi Valley His- 
torical Review is now being edited at Tulane 
University by Dr. Wendc!! 1! Stephenson, 
with Dr. Fred Cole as Assoc.,’< “ditor. 

Dr. John C. Calhoun, ch ‘nan of the 
Library Board of Control of the Richland 
Parish Library for many years, resigned 
effective April Ist upon moving from the 
parish. Dr. Calhoun has made a great con- 
tribution to the library and his years of 
service were deeply appreciated. 

Mrs. Ella Lee Faulk, Librarian of the Jen- 
nings Public Library, reports that approx- 
imately a hundred volumes from the library 
collection of the late James O. Modisette have 
been given to the Library as a memorial by 
his widow. Mr. Modisette was a lawyer by 
profession who devoted all of his outside 
interests to the promotion of libraries. At 
the time of his death he was chairman of the 
Louisiana Library Commission, and he was 
posthumously awarded the A. L. A. Trus- 
tees’ Citation. 

Mrs. ]. E. McGee, the former Nancy Sex- 
ton, circulation librarian at Northwestern 
State College, is now’ teaching courses in 


Library Science at Louisiana Polytechnic 
Institute and working in the Tech Library. 

The Warren Tracys are now located in 
Natchitoches, where he is circulation librarian 
at Northwestern State. Mrs. Tracy served 
as librarian in Minden and in Hammond 
during the years of his overseas service, 
1941-45. 

Julia Daingerfield Glass, former resident 
of Pointe Coupee Parish, has recently pub- 
lished a new book of verse, “Now, Within 
These Walls”, and has presented copies to 
the Pointe Coupee Parish Library. Several 
poems about New Orleans are contained in 
the volume. 

Louisiana State Library has scheduled for 
loan to libraries for the next six months an 
interesting exhibit of the work of Louisiana 
State University Art School students. It is 
known as the Graphic Arts Exhibit, and 
any interested library should write direct to 
the State Library for information. 

Dora L. Beridon, Pointe Coupee Parish 
Library, has been informed that the local 
American Legion Auxiliary of New Roads 
has passed a resolution to present the Library 
with a few shelves of new, popular titles. 
Special book plates are being prepared for 
the books in the collection. 

Mrs. Charles ]. Wyly is the new librarian 
of the Delhi: Branch of Richland Parish 
Library, which has just moved into new 
quarters in the Delhi Dispatch Building. For 
the first time the branch will be open six 
days a week, and an expanded service will 
be possible, according to Lellah Lyle, parish 
librarian. 

Mary Clay, librarian of Northeast Junior 
College, Monroe, has been named to repre- 
sent the Junior College Library Section of 
A. L. A., of which she is chairman, on a 
new committee set up by the American Asso- 
ciation of Junior Colleges to identify junior 
college library problems for study and investi- 
gation. This committee is preparing a check- 
list of investigative topics which will be sent 
to the administrators and librarians of the 
648 junior colleges in the U. S. The Com- 
mittee is also exploring the possibility of 
getting a grant for the preparation of a new 
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junior college book list. 

Peggy Miller, who graduated from the 
L. S. U. Library School in August 1946 and 
who has recently been librarian of the L. S. 
U. Romance Language Collection, leaves 
New Orleans August Ist for Managua, Nic- 
aragua, C. A., where she will be Public 
Service Assistant in the American Library 
there. 

When Helen Ridgway, Public Library 
Specialist of the A. L. A., was a guest in 
Louisiana in March, the Scharlie E. Russell 
Library Club of Northwestern State College 
entertained in her honor at tea. Miss Ridg- 
way discussed the various types of library 
service and commented upon the reading in- 
terests of children and adults. She was accom- 
panied to Natchitoches by Essae M. Culver, 
State Librarian. 


Mattie Sue Mounce, formerly reference 
librarian at Shreve Memorial Library, is now 
on the reference staff at the Louisiana State 
Library. 

Mrs. Julia Jones recently became a mem- 
ber of the Shreve Memorial Library Staff as 
assistant in the Boys’ and Girls’ Department. 
She was formerly in the St. Louis Public 


Library and during the war was at Camp 
Polk. 


The total funds budgeted for 1947 for the 
Pointe Coupee Parish Library by the police 
jury were $7897.00. The towns of New 
Roads and Morganza contribute a set amount 
of money to the Library each month. This 
is included in the budget. The Parish Library 
circulated 52,578 books in 1946 to its 4757 
registered white borrowers. Of this total 45° 
were children’s books and 21% were adult 


non-fiction. 
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BASIC BOOK COLLECTION FOR 
HIGH SCHOOLS 


The American Library Association an- 
nounces plans for a revised edition of its 
Basic Book Collection for High Schools. The 
new list, tentatively scheduled for release in 
the fall of 1948, is being compiled by a Joint 
Advisory Committee of the A. L. A., the 
National Education Association, and the Na- 











tional Council of Teachers of English. 


The A. L. A. will be represented on the 
committee by Dorotha Dawson, Supervisor, 
Department of School Libraries, Board of 
Education, Detroit, Mich.; Marian L. Kelley, 
Librarian, Miller Vocational High School, 
Minneapolis, Minn.; and Margaret V. Fulton, 
Supervisor of School Libraries, Board of 
Education, Yonkers, N. Y. Members of the 
N. C. T. E. to serve on the committee are: 
Mildred C. Schmidt, Universtiy Schools, 
Ohio State University, Columbus; William 
P. Wood, Evanston Township Schools, Evan- 
ston, Ill.; and Edward Gordon, Cambridge, 
Mass. Representatives of the N. E. A. are: 
Ada Wing, Librarian, Centralia High School, 
Centralia, Wash.; Thomas H. Ford, Super- 
intendent of Schools, Reading, Pa.; and Sue 
Hefley, Supervisor of School Libraries, 
State Department of Education, Baton 
Rouge, La. 


Miss Dawson, the chairman, will also edit 
the list. She has served both as teacher and 
as librarian in the Detroit schools, and for 
the past fifteen years has supervised book 
selection for public school libraries. 
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ASSEMBLY OF LIBRARIANS OF THE 
AMERICAS 


An Assembly of Librarians of the Amer- 
icas was held at the Library of Congress May 
12 to June 6, as a part of the cultural 
relations program of the Department of 
State, in cooperation with the governments 
of the various Latin American republics. 
Approximately thirty leading Latin American 
librarians were invited to attend, through the 
assistance of the Division of International 
Exchange of Persons, and the Interdepart- 
mental Committee on Scientific and Cultural 
Cooperation. Luther H. Evans, Librarian of 
Congress, under whose direction the Assem- 
bly was planned, invited librarians from the 
United States and Canada to participate, to 
serve as consultants, and to work directly on 
committees and projects. Margaret M. Herd- 
man of L. S. U. Library School was invited 
to attend and was in Washington for the 
latter part of the conference. 
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MARGUERITE D. RENSHAW 
Reference Librarian, Tulane University 
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Librarian, L. S. U. Louisiana Collection 


Acker, Jud. Shreveport sketch book. Shreve- 
port, Don Hoyt Davis pub. co., 1946. 

Allen, Robert S. ed. Our fair city. New 
York, Vanguard press, 1947. (Article on 
Memphis contributed by Gerald M. Capers 
of Newcomb college, Tulane Univ.) 

Aswell, J. New Orleans takes the cure. 
Saturday Evening Post 21:30-31, Jan. 25, 
1947, 

Ballard of the Item. Newsweek 29:62—Jan- 
uary 20. 1947. 

Baker, James Hopkinson. Research on the 
Rainey (wild life sactuary) Audubon mag- 
azine 49:56-8, January, 1947. 

Banks, Polan. Carriage entrance. G. P. Put- 
nam’s sons, 1947. (Story of old New Or- 
leans.) 

Blesh, Rudl. Shining trumpets ... a history 
of jazz. Knopf, 1946. 

Boyer, P. F. and others. Small business op- 
portunities and G.I. loans. L. S. U. Com- 
merce department, 1946. (Louisiana busi- 
ness bulletin v. 8, no. 2, April, 1946.) 

Brooks, Cleanth. The well wrought urn; 
studies in the structure of poetry. Reynal 
and Hitchcock, 1947. (Dr. Brooks was a 
member of the English faculty at L. S. U.) 

Bureau of governmental research. New Or- 
leans. A summary of the Bureau’s recom- 
mendations for improved government in 
New Orleans as submitted to the mayor 
and commission council, March-July, 
1946. New Orleans, Bureau of govern- 
mental research, 1946. 

Cameron parish planning board. Cameron 
parish, resources and facilities . . . pub- 
lished in cooperation with the state of 
Louisiana, Department of public works, 
planning division, January 1, 1947. 

Canal street Presbyterian church. New Or- 
leans. One hundred years, Canal street 
Presbyterian Church, New Orleans, Louis- 
tana, 1847-1947. New Orleans, La. 1947. 


Carter, Hodding. Pulitzer prize editorials. 
Reprints from the Delta Democrat-Times, 
Greenville, Miss., 1946. (Mr. Carter is a 
native of Louisiana, and at one time edited 
a newspaper in Hammond.) 

Clemens, Samuel Langhorne. The letters of 
Quintus Curtuis Snodgrass by Mark 
Twain. Edited by Ernest E. Leisy. Dallas, 
University press, 1946. (Consists of letters 
reprinted from New Orleans Crescent, 
January 31,-March 30, 1861.) 

Cook, Marion Belden, Comp. Stories from 
the South. Illustrated by Millard McGee. 
Silver burdett co. 1947. (Children’s 
stories, some from Louisiana.) 

Daumier, Honore. Selections, with descrip- 
tive notes by Wilhelm Wartmann. Intro- 
duction by Bernard Lemann. New York, 
Reynal and Hitchcock, 1946. (Bernard 
Lemann of Newcomb College, Tulane 
University.) 

Delery, Simone de la Souchere. Grand Isle 
in Louisiana. In La Revue de |’ Universite 
Laval, v. 1, no. 3, November, 1946, p. 220- 
228. 

Dexter, David, Jazz calvalcade. New York, 
Criterion music corp. R.K.O. Bldg., 1946. 

de Solmininhac, E. We speak. New Or- 

. leans, Hauser printing co., 1947. (Revolu- 
tionary text book for Spanish students by 
a New Orleanian.) 

Dyer, Brainerd. Zachary Taylor. 
Rouge, L. S. U. press, 1946. . 

Ekenrode, Hamilton James. The Randolphs, 
the story of a Virginia family. Bobbs, Mer- 
rill, 1946. (Some of the Randolphs settled 
in Louisiana.) 

Feibleman, James. (An introduction to 
Peirce’s philosophy interpreted as a system. 
Harper, 1946. (Mr. Fcibleman is a New 
Orleanian.) 

Feibleman, James. Journey to coastal marsh. 
Cummingham, Mass., press, 1947. 
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Feibleman, James. The theory of human 
culture. New York, Duell, Sloan, and 
Pearce, 1946. 

Feibleman, James. Revival of realism. Crit- 
ical studies in contemporary philosophy. 
Chapel Hill, University of North Caro- 
lina, 1946. 

Finely, Lucille. The coat I wore. Charles 
Scribner’s sons, 1947. (Historical novel of 
British West Florida.) 

Four thousand years of yellow magic, the 
story of basic element—widely used— 
little understood—which for forty cen- 
turies has been shaping the history of the 
world. 4th ed. (1947) Freeport, Texas; 
Port Sulphur, La. Freeport Sulphur co. 
(Gratis. ) 

Fritchey, Clayton, Europe today, by Clay- 
ton Fritchey, executive editor of the New 
Orleans Item. (Reprints of articles pub- 
lished in N. O. Item, Oct-Nov. 1946.) 

Giles, Barbara. The gentle bush. A realistic 
novel of Louisiana . . . Harcourt, Brace, 
1947. 

Goffin, Robert. Horn of plenty; story of 
Louis Armstrong. Allen Towne, 1947. 
(Louis Armstrong, a negro band leader 
began his career in New Orleans.) 

Goffin, Robert. Le Nouvelle Orleans, Capi- 
tale du jazz. French and European publi- 
cations, c. 1946. 

Hanna, Alfred Jackson. A prince in their 
midst, the adventurous life of Achille Mu- 
rat on the American frontier. Norman, 
University of Oklahoma press, 1946. 
(Prince Murat lived in Baton Rouge and 
New Orleans while in the United States.) 

Heal, Edith. The golden bowl. Lothrop, 
Lee and Shepard, 1947. (Louisiana in 
fiction, juvenile.) 

Hedden, Worth T. The other room. Crown 
pub. 1947. (New Orleans story.) 

Hodge, Gleen L. Making individual income 
tax returns for 1946—United States and 
Louisiana. By, Glenn L. Hodge and Earl 
A Saliers. L. S. U. College of commerce, 
1947. (Louisiana business bulletin v. 9, 
no. 1, January, 1947.) 


Hopley-Woolrich, Cornell G. Waltz into 





darkness. By William Irish (pseud.) Lip 
pincott, 1947. (Story of New Orleans in 
the 1880's.) 

Huhner, Leon. The life of Judah Touro, 
1775-1854. Phil. Jewish pub. soc. of 
America, 1946. 

Jackson parish planning board. Jackson par. 
ish resources and facilities . . . Published 
in co-operation with state of Louisiana. 
Department of public works. Planning 
division, January 1, 1947. 

Jefferson parish yearly review, 1946. 

Kollmorgan, W. M. French speaking farm. 
ers of southern Louisiana. By W. M. Koll- 
morgan and H. W. Harrison. Economic 
geography 22:153-60, July, 1946. 

Lattimore, Eleanor F. Bayou Boy. Morrow 
and co. 1946. (Juvenile Louisiana story.) 


Le Lavigne, Jeanne de Ghost stories of old 
New Orleans. Illustrated by Charles Rich- 
ard. Rinehart and co., 1946. 


Lomax, John. Adventures of a ballad hunter. 
Macmillan, 1947. (Some ballads were 
found in Louisiana.) 


Louisiana. Banking department. Reports of 
the homestead and building and loan as- 
sociations ... the close of business, June 


30, 1946. New Orleans, 1946. 


Louisiana. Dept. of finance. Division of 
the budget. Financial report of the state 
of Louisiana, fiscal year ended June 3), 
1946. Baton Rouge, 1946. 


Louisiana. Department of highways. A traf- 
fic survey of New Orleans metropolitan 
area, 1944/45. New Orleans, 1946. 


Louisiana. Department of highways. A traf- 
fic survey of Opelousas metropolitan area, 
1946. 


Louisiana. Department of highways. High- 
way plan for Shreveport, Louisiana. Pre- 
pared for the state of Louisiana, Depart 
ment of highways and public roads ad- 
ministration, Federalf works agency, by 
H. W. Lochner and company, Chicago, 
Ill. Chicago, 1947. 


Louisiana. Department of public safety. 


Driver's handbook for Louisiana . . . Baton 
Rouge, 1947. 
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Louisiana. Department of public works. 
Aeronaufics division. Louisiana air facili- 
ties manual. Baton Rouge, Department of 
public works, 1947. 


Louisiana. Department of veterans’ affairs. 
Veterans’ benefits under Louisiana laws, 
compiled through the regular session of 
the legislature of 1946. Baton Rouge. De- 
partment of veterans’ affairs, 1946. 


Louisiana. Department of veterans’ affairs. 
First biennial report, 1944/46. Baton 
Rouge, 1946. 

Louisiana sugar cane festival and fair associa- 
tion. In the land of the sugar cane. Review 
and pictorial of the fifth annual sugar cane 
festival and fair, New Iberia, Louisiana. 
Sept. 27, 28, 29, 1946 Matt Vernan, pub. 


Louisiana. Teachers’ retirement system. 
Board of trustees. Tenth annual report. 
(for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1946.) 
Baton Rouge, 1946. 


McDougald, Roman. Purgatory street. New 
York, Simon and Schuster, 1946. (Mystery 
story by a New Orleanian.) 

McKinley, Silas Bent. Old Rough and Ready 
the life and times of Zachary Taylor. By 
Silas Bent McKinley and Silas Bent. New 
York, Vanguard press, 1946. 

Martens, Elise Henrietta. Elementary and 
secondary schools join in adjustment pro- 
gram. (in New Orleans.) School life 
29:22-23, March, 1947. 

Martinez, Raymond. The Miser’s cup. A 
play. New Orleans, Paul Veith, 1947. 

Meiers, Mildred. A thesaurus of humor by 
Mildred Meiers and Jack Knapp. 1939. 
(Miss Meiers lives in New Orleans.) 
Moses, Robert. Arterial plan for New Or- 
leans. Robert Moses, director, Andrews 
and Clark, consulting engineers. (New 
Orleans, Printed by Steidinger press, inc.) 
A report to the Department of highways, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Murphy, Edward Francis. Pere Antoine. 
Doubleday, 1947. 

Orleans parish. Office of nortarial records. 
Notarial archives of New Orleans plan 
books. New Orleans, 1946. 

Paine, Gregory. Southern prose writers. 





Library Furniture 


Book Trucks: 
33" long, 14" deep, 3 shelves. On 
large ball bearing wheels with inde- 
structible fabric tires. 
Net $42.50 


Dictionary Stands: 
21" wide x 15" deep x 42" high, 
slanting top. Net $34.00 


Both above items in solid oak, school 
brown finish, or light oak. 


IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


H. C. PARKER, INC. 


336 Camp St. 335 Bank Place 


NEW ORLEANS, U. S. A. 














Shop At 
Weiss & Goldring 


ALEXANDRIA, LA. 


Where nationally advertised lines of mer- 


chandise predominate. 
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American book company, 1947. (This an- 
thology contains the works of several 
Louisiana writers.) 

Perry, George Session. Cities of America. 
New York, Whittlesey House, 1947. 
(Chapter on New Orleans.) 

. Cities of America. New Orleans. 
illus. Saturday evening post 218:24-June 
1, 1946. 

Preston, Stanley W. Survey of Louisiana 
manufacturing, 1929-39. L. S. U. Dept. ot 
commerce, 1946. (Louisiana business bul- 
letin v. 8 no. 3, December, 1946.) 

Roark, Eldon. Just a mutt, a collection of 
true dog stories. Whittlesy House, 1947. 
(Author is an L, S. U. graduate.) 

Ross, F. C. New Orleans mint. Hobbies 
51:115, February, 1947. 

Sargent, Winthrop. Jazz, hot and hybrid. 
Dutton, 1946. 

Scott, Natalie Anderson. The story of Mrs. 
Murphy. Dutton, 1947, (Author is a New 
Orleanian.) 

Scruggs, Mrs. G. R. Gardening in the South 
and West, Edited by G. R. and M. A. 
Scruggs. Doubleday, 1947. 

Shakespeare society of New Orleans. Pubdii- 
cations for the year 1946. New Orleans, 
published by the society, 1946. 

Shepard, Odell. Holdfast Gaines. By Odell 
Shepard and Willard Shepard. Macmillan, 
1946. (Part of the story is about New 
Orleans in 1800-1812.) 

Sheridan, Doris. My favorite Christmas 
stories. New Orleans, Guild publishing 
company, 811 Poydras, 1946. 

Stafford, G. M. G. General George Mason 
Graham. New Orleans, Pelican co., 1947. 
(Mr. Graham was a member of the first 
board of supervisors of L.S.U.) 

Stone, Elizabeth M. Murder at the Mardi 
gras. Sheridan house, 1947. 


Survey Graphic. Segregation. 12th in Call- 
ing America series of special numbers of 
Survey Graphic. January, 1947. (Contains 
articles by Louisianians.) 

Wedeck, Harry E. Mortal hunger; a novel 
based on the life of Lafcadio Hearn. Sheti- 
dan House, 1947. 





West, Jessamyn. Mirror for the sky. Har- 
court, 1947 (Script for an opera portraying 
the life of Audubon.) 

Yerby, Frank. The vixens. Dial press, 1947, 
(Another New Orleans story.) 
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MAUDE CLAY IN YOKOHAMA 


“Once a cataloger, always a cataloger” 
seems to express my lot as a librarian. When 
I arrived here last July the library officers 
interviewed me and gave me a chance to 
say what I would like to do as an Army 
librarian in Japan. I said in reply that | 
should very much like to have a little library 
of my own in a nice place like Kobe. Their 
response was a look of amusement with no 
answer. When several days later the assign- 
ments were read off, mine read: Mrs. Clay, 
Chief cataloger. So I have been right here 
at headquarters ever since, and, of course, 
I have enjoyed every minute of it. 


With the assistance of one professional 
librarian and one Japanese boy, clerical, | 
have done a dozen and one different things. 
When I started out to set up my system of 
centralized cataloging, I had to take into 
consideration what had been done in the 
way of cataloging in the libraries already 
established. The first thing I did was to 
devise and issue the Classification outline 
. .. to be used in Army libraries of Japan. 
You can imagine the adjustment I had to 
make to bring myself around to recommend 
ing such extreme simplification, but it has 
proved entirely satisfactory in such a setup 
as this. The next step I took was to get my 
hands on and catalog as many of the books 
as had been and would be distributed to the 
many small libraries. I issued two mimeo 
graphed lists of these which were used until 
A catalog of 2183 books distributed to Army 
libraries of Japan including the Field, Ref- 
erence, and R. B. libraries came off the press. 
Some other things I have done are: A 
Medical classification outline and index, 
drawings for a card catalog, and pattern for 
aluminum book ends. I adjusted a copy of 
the classification outline to fit an elementary 
and high school collection, and from this my 
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department cataloged the library of the Yoko- 
hama American School which is the school 
here for the children of army families. We 
shall continue to catalog their additions. 
The Army library program at present 
boasts seventy-four professional librarians 
supervising about one hundred and fifty 
libraries distributed throughout the three 
islands of Japan. One hundred and thirty 
seven of these libraries are small, ranging 
from 500 to 1600 books; thirteen have collec- 
tions of 300 volumes or more. The two larg- 
est are the Ernie Pyle in Tokyo, 13760 
volumes, and the Octagon in Yokohama, 
8843 volumes. The work I have done is 
primarily for the small libraries. The Ernie 
Pyle is really something unique in libraries. 





From a letter to Mrs. Morton, Dir. L. 
§. U. Library School, 4 Feb. 47. 


— 
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NEWSPAPER FILLER 


“From a public relations standpoint there 
are two excellent reasons for writing news- 
paper filler items. You help the editor of the 
paper by giving him material that is a 
nuisance for his staff to prepare but which 
he needs desperately when there is vacant 
space on a page. The editor appreciates this. 
To him it is a special service. What is more 
immediately important to the library, you 
secure a continuing publicity for the library 
service,” according to Isabella E. Swan, Pro- 
gram Planning and Development Depart- 
ment, Wayne County Library, Detroit 8. 

Of about thirty newspapers in Wayne 
County to whom fillers were sent, all but 
two of the weeklies are using them. One of 
the papers came out with a twenty-four- 
Page issue carrying two headline stories and 
fifteen fillers from the library. 

Miss Swan warns that most fillers should 
be timeless so that the pewspapers can use 
them as the need arises, but, if information 
which will go out of date is supplied, that 
fact should be indicated on the filler. Sub- 
jects which Wayne County has found make 
good fillers are: library history, corculation 
Statistics, administrative information, rules 


for borrowing, facts about staff, book infor- 





BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


Louisiana's Largest Supply of Books 











“Everything for your office” 


RAymond 1204 


Dameron-Pierson 












SINCE 1906 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


GROWTH BY SERVICE 


* 


* 


111-113 University Place 


NEW ORLEANS 13, U. S. A. 








Company 
LIMITED 
a 


Printing 

Lithographing 

Engraving 

Blank Book Making 

Stationery 

Office Furniture 

Files & Filing Supplies 

Mimeograph & Mimeograph Supplies 


400 Camp Street & 
NEW ORLEANS 8, LA. 
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mation, reference services, and reader inter- 
ests. Fillers do not always need to be short, 
for sometimes a paper may need to fill as 
much as a column and will then use a 


feature-length story. During Lent newspapers 
will have more space than at any other time. 


Quoted from A. L. A. Bulletin V. 41, 
No. 4 (April 1947) p. 110. 





OUT OF PRINT BOOKS 


supplied to University, College and é 
Public Libraries at moderate prices. % 


Prompt and intelligent service. 


+ 


National Bibliophile 


Service 


321 Fifth Ave., New York City 16 
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All Macmillan books in print are here 
or on the way here. . 


We fill all orders for 
books in print every day. 


Macmillan 


Let us prove it. 


The Macmillan Company 
Ross Avenue and Akard St. 
DALLAS |, TEXAS 























THE SOUTHWESTERN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The War years and the death of our 
President, Mr. Robert Usher, were serious 
blows to the Association. Mr. Ralph Hud- 
son, who took over the Presidency after his 
return from the Service, performed a vital 
service by organizing and conducting the 
Phoenix meeting which pointed out the prob- 
lems of the Association and outlined a pro- 
gram of activities for the postwar period. 

The present officers have faced difficulty 
in planning ways and means of accomplish- 
ing the objectives which were recommended. 
The treasury balance of $602.02 does not 
permit travel expense of meetings of the 
Executive Board nor committees, hence busi- 


ness must be transacted by mail. This 
arrangement is not satisfactory for accom- 
plishing best results, but it has been fairly 
successful. In line with recommendations of 
the membership assembled at Phoenix, the 
following committee appointments have been 
made: 
Survey & Policy 

Mr. James E. Gourley, Mr. Marvin A. 
Miller, Mrs. Helen Farrington, Mr. Fred- 
erick Cromwell, Miss Debora Abramson, Mr. 
Arthur M. McAnally. 
Extension & Federal Aid 

Mr. Ralp Hudson, Miss Violet Hayden, 
Miss Sallie Farrell, Mrs. Irene Pech, Miss 
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Jane Hudgins, Miss Liela Heasley. 
Publications ‘ 

Miss Frederica Killgore, others to be ap- 
pointed. 
Constitution 

Mr. Edmund Low, Miss S. Metella Wil- 
liams, another to be appointed. 

These committees have already begun 
work on projects. At the suggestion of Miss 
Culver, Miss Ridgway, newly appointed Spe- 
cialist in Public Library Work at A. L. A., 
was invited to meet with a group in Lou- 
isiana in March for the purpose of exploring 
fields of accomplishment. Miss Ridgway was 
uniquely helpful and Miss Farrell, Chair- 
man of the Extension Committee began 
vigorous work on several objectives. She 
planned a meeting of her Committee to 
coincide with the Texas Library meeting, 
but canceled the plans because some members 
of the Committee could not attend. She 
has planned a meeting in San Francisco 
during the A. L. A. meeting and hopes to 


activate a program to provide the machinery 
and wise expenditure of the funds expected 
from the federal Library Demonstration Bill 
now pending in Congress. 

Miss Killgore, Chairman of the Publica- 
tions Committee, is engaged in collecting 
and editing the papers and proceedings of 
the Phoenix meeting for publication when 
funds are available. The membership of the 
other two committees are considering ways 
of accomplishing the objectives recommended 
for them. 

A meeting of the Executive Board will be 
called for San Francisco in July to determine 
a time and place for the 1948 meeting. You 
are invited to make suggestions and recom- 
mendations on these points. It is hoped that 
the Association will be a working group 
and not merely a meeting group. There is 
much to do and many problems to be solved. 
Your support is solicited. 

John Hall Jacobs. 


President. 
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Postwar Era Objectives, A.L.A. 62, 64 
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FOR A SINGLE SOURCE OF SUPPLIES 
WHERE QUALITY COSTS NO MORE 


Cards 
Guides 
Supplies 
Book Trucks 
Museum Cases 
Catalog Cabinets 
Vertical Filing Cases 
Kardex Visible Records 
Insulated Filing Cabinets 
Library Supplies and Equipment 


Library Bureau 
pivision of Remington Rand Inc, 
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OUTSTANDING RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


(List just released by the American Library Association) 


Allan, The Realm of Personality; Bennett, 
Christian Ethics and Social Policy; Bloy, Pil- 
grim of the Absolute; Boehmer, Road to 
Reformation; Brodrick, Progress of the Jes- 
uits; Brown, Toward a United Church; 
Browne, The World’s Great Scriptures; 
Brownlee, New Day Ascending; Brunini, 
Whereon to Stand; Brunner, Revelation and 
Reason; Burrows, An Outline of Biblical 
Theology; Butler, Best Sermons; Calkins, 
Modern Message of the Minor Prophets; 
Clinchy, Faith and Freedom; Cogan, Sisters 
of Maryknoll through Troubled Waters; 
Considine, Call for Forty Thousand; Coup- 
land, Livingstone’s Last Journey; Du Nouy, 
Human Destiny; Fallaw, The Modern Par- 
ent and the Teaching Church; Fenelon, 
Christian Perfection; Fosdick, On Being Fit 


to Live With; Gifford, The Story of the® 
Faith; Goodspeed, How to Read the Bible; ™ 
Hazelton, The God We Worship; Hedley, 
The Christian Heritage in America; Her 

man, The Rebirth of the German Church; 
Interseminary Series, 5 vols.; Jones, The 

Luminous Trail; Kean, Meaning of Ex@ 
istence; Kilvert’s Diary, edited by Plome ; 
Lewis, The Abolition of Man; Lewis, George 
Macdonald, an Anthology; Miller, The 
Christian Significance of Karl Marx; Path 
Quest for Inner Peace; de Pury, Journal 

My Cell; Schamoni, The Face of the Sambi 
Shinn, Beyond This Darkness; Sopir, Rach 

a World Issue; Sperry, Religion in Amerith 
Taylor, Does God Exist?; Ulich, Conditt 
of Civilized Living; Walsh, Dante Alightette 











